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ACCREDITATION

The Board of Education believes that its primary responsibility is to provide leadership in the area of
student achievement. To foster greater accountability and enhance improvement in student
achievement, the Board shall enter into an accreditation contract with the State Board of Education
regarding district accreditation and shall accredit the schools within the district.

District Accreditation

The accreditation contract shall bind the Board to manage the district and its schools to meet certain
standards, goals and requirements over the term of the contract, in accordance with the Education
Accountability Act of 2009 and applicable State Board of Education rules. At a minimum, the
accreditation contract shall address the following elements:

e the district’s level of attainment on the four key performance indicators: student
longitudinal academic growth, student achievement on statewide assessments,
postsecondary and workforce readiness, and progress made on closing the achievement and
growth gaps;

e the district's adoption and implementation of its performance, improvement, priority
improvement or turnaround plan (whichever is required based on the district’s assigned
accreditation category);

e thedistrict’'s implementation of its system for accrediting its school; and

e the district’s substantial, good-faith compliance with the provisions of title 22, C.R.S. and
other statutory and regulatory requirements applicable to school districts.

In conjunction with accreditation, the Board is committed to adopting content standards for student
learning, achievement performance levels, systems for measuring student achievement, and
methods for improving student achievement.

School Accreditation

While the state accredits the district, the Board accredits the schools within the district, including
district charter schools. The Board’s accreditation of district schools shall emphasize attainment on
the four key performance indicators: student longitudinal academic growth, student achievement on
statewide assessments, postsecondary and workforce readiness, and progress made on closing the
achievement and growth gaps. Schools are also accredited on school culture and climate which
includes school safety and wellness plans. The Board may adopt additional accreditation indicators
and measures for district schools in all four plans; performance, improvement, priority
improvement, or turnaround.

The Board directs the superintendent to develop a school accreditation process for the Board’s input
and approval. Such process shall be developed in accordance with the Education Accountability Act
of 2009 and shall assign an accreditation category to each district school on an annual basis. The
accreditation process shall also require each district school to enter into an accreditation contract
with the Board that is comparable to the accreditation contract between the Board and the State
Board of Education. By October 15 of each year, the district shall provide the Colorado Department
of Education with the accreditation category assigned to each district school

Inaccordance with the process required by the Education Accountability Act of 2009 and applicable
State Board of Education rules, the superintendent, principals, and other district administrators
shall develop a proposed school performance, improvement, priority improvement or turnaround
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plan for each district school. Pursuant to the Board’s constitutional and statutory authority to
control instruction in its schools and determine the allocation of district resources, the Board shall
review and approve all school plans, regardless of whether the plan is a performance, improvement,
priority improvement or turnaround plan. Each school plan shall be submitted to the Colorado
Department of Education in accordance with the timeliness prescribed by applicable State Board of

Education rules.
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Legal refs.:

Cross refs.:

Colorado Constitution Article IX, Section 15, (board has control of instruction
within the district)

C.R.S. 22-7-407 (adoption of content standards)

C.R.S. 22-11-101 et seq. (Educational Accreditation Act of 1998)

C.R.S. 22-11-307 (board accreditation of district schools)

C.R.S. 22-30-105 (school district organization planning process)

C.R.S. 22-30.5-104(2)(b) (district charter schools subject to accreditation by local
board)

C.R.S. 22-32-109(1)(t) (board duty to determine educational program and
prescribe textbooks)

C.R.S. 22-32-109(1)(mm) (board duty to adopt policy for accreditation of district
schools)

1 CCR 301-1, Rules 2202-R-1.00 (accreditation rules)

ADA, Thompson School District Goals

AE, Accountability/Commitment to Accomplishment
AEA Standards-Based Education

IEA*, Improvement of Instruction
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